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PAGE 01 NOUAKC 00442 051111Z 
ACTION AF-08 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 NEA-10 IO-13 ISO-OO ACDA-07 DHA-02 
SCA-01 MCT-01 AID-05 PC-01 SY-05 A-01 OPR-02 CIAE-00 
DODE-OO PM-04 H-01 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 
PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 OMB-Ol /115W 

051930 041193/46 

R 041740Z MAR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY NOUAKCHOTT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7075 
INFO AMEMBASSY ALGIERS 
AMEMBASSY DAKAR 
AMEMBASSY MADRID 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY RABAT 
USMISSION USUN NY 
CINCEUR 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE NOUAKCHOTT 0442 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: MOPS, PFOR, SS, MR 

SUBJECT: INTERNATIONAL PRESS COVERAGE OF MAURITANIA 
REF: (A) NOUAKCHOTT 370, (B) NOUAKCHOTT 247 

1 . ALL SAHARA WATCHERS WILL FIND LE MONDE COVERAGE OF MAURI- 
TANIA AND SAHARA GUERRILLA WAR FEBRUARY 26(PAGE 4) AND MARCH 1 
(PAGE 2) OF INTEREST AND U ULITY. RELIABILITY AND SIGNIFICANCE 

OF DETAILED INFORMATION CONTAINED IN FIRST HALF OF FEBRUARY 26 
ARTICLE IS GREATLY ENHANCED BY IDENTIFICATION OF "WELL INFORMED 
SOURCE": GIRM MINISTER OF STATE FOR INTERNAL SOVEREIGNTY AHMED 
OULD MUHAMMAD SALAH WHO CALLED IN AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE CORRESPON 
DENT JEAN-CHRISTOPHE MITTERAND ON FEBRUARY 23 AND FED HIM 
RAILROAD AND TIDJIDJKA ATTACK STORIES (REFTELS) IN BELATED AT- 
TEMPT TO BEGIN PROVIDING READERS OF INTERNATIONAL PRESS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 NOUAKC 00442 05 1 1 1 1 Z 

SOME PERSPECTIVE ON EXAGGERATED POLISARIO VICTORY 
AND DAMAGE CLAIMS. 

2. IN RECENT DISCUSSIONS WITH EMBOFFS, GIRM MILITARY 
EXPRESSED PARTICULAR CONCERN AND UNHAPPINESS OVER FACT 
THAT DURING RECENT RAID IN TIDJIDJKA AREA, POLISARIO 
INVADED DESERT ENCAMPMENTS, DELIBERATELY SLAUGHTERED 
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CAMELS AND GOATS, AND THEN TOOK 100 CIVILIAN "PRI- 
SONERS", INCLUDING WOMEN AND A DOZEN YOUNG CHILDREN. 

HANDYSIDE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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